PASTORAL THEOLOGY

LECTURE 17

PASTORAL AUTHORITY
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There are only 2 officers of leadership within a church: that of deacons and pastors.

Yet, in spite of the New Testament limitation, men have often invented various and sundry offices, so that there are two dozen or more terms that different denominations use for the multiplicity of offices, and most of them have no biblical justification. Thus we read of popes, archbishops, cardinals, bishops (but not in the biblical sense), archdeacons, deacons (but again not in the biblical sense), acolytes, readers, priests, pontiffs, vicars, apostles (not in the biblical sense), clergy, prelates, parsons, rectors, canons, chaplains, fathers, divines, and on and on we might go. Little wonder that there is so much confusion in the religious world over what is proper leadership in churches.

Common, but erred, practices with pastoral authority
*Almost all authority in the church body collectively, and very little authority for the pastorate

*Almost all authority with the pastorate, and very little if any authority for the church body
*Almost all authority with a board (Deacon or elder) and pastor with little, and church with even less
*Multiplicity of pastors have the majority of the authority, but there is no clear pastoral leader
*Key family seems to hold most, if not all, of the church’s authority…not the pastor
*No clear authority present
All these are fairly common amongst churches today; all are unscriptural; and all are potentially life threatening to a church.
There are interesting views that church members have developed in regards to the pastorate authority of their church. One is the “Dictator” view:  whatever he says, goes; blindly follow his every word…or else.  On the opposite end of the scale is the “Doormat” view:  it’s fine to walk all over the man of God; afterall, he is there to serve us;  we hired him, and we can fire him.  Then there is the oh so common “Deaconship” view:  the pastor has authority, but is singularly subordinate to the Board of Deacons; the board is there to keep their leader in line.  Another view is the “Dominatrix” view:  a group of women control the pastorate behind the scenes; often they are the pastors and deacons’ wives; or they are the wives of ‘influencial’ men in the church; they act as that ‘Jezebel’ as Rev. 2:20 warns about.

The correct view of ‘authority’ within a church is the following: it is the “Duality” view.  Both the church corporately and the pastor individually have authority; they are given this authority directly by God.  The church is the highest authority on earth.  It is clearly the spiritual authority.  The church’s authority is not referring specifically to something in contrast to the pastorate’s authority.  No, not at all.  The church’s authority is in reference to the church as an entity, including the pastorate.  They are one in the same.  The church has the authority for all spiritual matters; this includes the pastorate.  However, this entity, the church, needs to have clear leadership; this is where the pastorate’s authority steps in.  The pastorate is the highest authority within a church, and the church is the highest authority on earth.  It is very important to understand the principle here that there is not two authorities competing with each other within a church: the church members vs. the pastorate. No, not at all! Church authority is pastorate authority; they are not two opposing entities.  

Pastoral authority is implicit in Scripture by the very nature of what a pastor is to do
Acts 20:28-30 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
An overseer needs to have authority in order to keep the oversight.  The Holy Ghost has delegated this authority to a specific entity…the pastorate.  The flock is not to oversee itself.
Eph 4:11-12 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

Pastors are given to the church to minister, to edify, and to perfect the members.  To do this will require a reasonable amount of authority.  How can you try and perfect someone if they have no respect for you and could care less about what you have to say?  Is he a puppet or a preacher?  Is he a pester or a pastor?  
Ensampleship vs. Lordship

1 Peter 5:1-3 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.

A pastor is suppose to take the oversight thereof of the church body.  This is an authoritative function and position. A pastor’s authority is not to be one of ‘lordship’ but one of ‘ensampleship’.  A pastor needs to ‘take’ this oversight…this authority;  He is taking it from His church body;  He isn’t to take all the authority, just the appropriate amount;  He isn’t to forcefully take it, but is to ‘kindly’ take it.
Pastors have real authority in the church, but it is a different kind of authority than that exercised by worldly lords. Note some of the differences as follows:
Scriptural pastors love the flock and lead by compassion, but lords typically despise compassion; they don’t encourage; they merely demand (1 Thess. 2:7-8).
Scriptural pastors lead by example, but lords merely make demands with little or no awareness that they must live what they demand (1 Pet. 5:3).
Scriptural pastors know that the flock is not their own, but lords feel that they own the people and thus can control them according to their own will (1 Pet. 5:2, 3 “flock of God” “God’s heritage”). 
Scriptural pastors care more about the welfare of the saints than their own profit, but lords rule for personal gain and are not afraid to abuse the people (1 Pet. 5:2). 
Scriptural pastors are humble and do not consider themselves greater than the flock, but lords exalt themselves high above the people (1 Pet. 5:2 “among you”; 1 Pet. 5:5).
Scriptural pastors aim to build up the people and free them to do God’s will, but lords want to control the people and hold them down (Eph. 4:11-12; 2 Cor. 10:8). 
The Ruler?
Heb 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

Who are these ‘them’ that ‘have the rule over’ the church body (the you)?  They are those that ‘watch for’ the church’s souls; they are overseers…the pastors.  The church members each need to submit themselves to the pastorate (in the spiritual rhealm).  It is profitable for you to have a godly ruler.  They will help you follow the rules and then receive great reward someday.  They are watching out for you; when you start straying from the rules, he will encourage you back in line. Look at it as very positive, not negative (as most do).  Beg your pastor to ‘rule over you’….
It is very clear that the pastor(s) has the rule over ‘you’; the ‘you’ is the church member both individually and corporately.  The pastor’s rulership, his reign, is over ‘souls’, not the entire person.  The pastor has the rule over the spiritual aspects of those in the flock, the church.  He does not have the authority to get involved with issues like finances,  career, homes, cars, vacations, health, food, etc..
Heb 13:7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.

This exhortation is presented because it is human nature not to ‘remember’, think of, regard, respect, want to follow, want to obey, those that ‘have the rule over’ them.  God knows how we are with those in authority: police, employers, parents, government…    Once an adult, what is the most important authority in our lives (humanly speaking)?  Boss? Government? Police?  No; it is the pastor(s)!!!
A ruler is one who rules.  He makes sure that the rules are followed and leads in enforcing them.  A ruler is not a dictator though.  The ruler is to be obeyed fully, as long as his ruling is in accordance with the rule book (Word of God).  

The ruler is suppose to be emulated…followed.  He not only is to help folk follow the rules, he himself must diligently follow them too!   Also, 1 Co 11:1 states “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  Only follow him as much as he is following the teachings of Christ.  But if he is following these, you are expected to follow him.

Don’t necessarily view a ‘ruler’ as one who ‘rules’ from a ‘throne’.  One who rules is one who is in authority and is to see that the rules are followed. It doesn’t mean that he is a world dictator or some god that sits on a beautiful throne that people bow to. What throne do our Mayors and Governors sit in?  They sit in office chairs in their offices…much like a pastor may.
What is the pastor’s domain of rulership? A pastor is to have as his ‘domain’ of rule every aspect of the church; there should be no ministry or person in the church that isn’t directly subordinate to the pastorate.  This includes Deacons, so-called ‘elder boards’, school principles, missionaries, evangelists, youth leaders, music leaders, building supervisors, treasurers, finances, nursery, evangelists, missionaries, trustees, etc, etc.

Esteem them very highly
1 Thess 5:12-13 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.

A pastor is to labor for the flock; he is to be over the flock (in the Lord); and he is to admonish the flock.  

Because of the hard, selfless, and paramountly important work (labor) that a pastor does day in and day out, he is to be esteemed very highly; the pastor is to be treated differently than one would treat other ‘leaders’ in the church.  The holding them in high esteem is because of one’s love for them; it shouldn’t be just because you’re ‘suppose to’.  A pastor sometimes has to ‘earn’ respect, devotion, allegiance. It’s not wrong to submit because of the office, but oh how much sweeter it is when it is done out of love and devotion.
Make sure that the issue of a pastor and his authority doesn’t cause there to be a break in the peace, fellowship, and unity of a church.  Deal with the issue in a loving, respectful, Scriptural manner.

Double Honor?

1 Tim 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.

A form of ‘double honor’ is due a ruler who rules ‘well’ in the word and doctrine.  There is regular (singular) honor that one has for VIP’s (e.g. police, government official, CEO, etc.); and then there is double honor.  The ‘elder’ here most likely is referring to the pastorate.  Is it referring only to those pastors that do a good job at ruling?  If so, then there needs to be a doubling of honor, of respect, of followship, to these that do this.  It is my opinion that all elders, bishops, pastors, are to be laboring in the word and doctrine; so this verse may just be clarifying that all pastors are to be given double honor; this might be in contrast to what one would give other authorities (i.e. police, government, boss, etc.).
Limited authority?

The limit to a pastor’s authority is based on the limits of Scripture on the subject.  The only time one should question a pastor’s authority in any given spiritual area is when it ‘clearly’ violates Scripture.  For example:  a pastor demands that the church allow for female adult S.S. teachers; or declares that the NIV will be allowed for teaching;  or will begin to have fellowship with churches not of like faith and practice.   As absurd as it might sound, some churches followed their ‘pastor’ (cult leader) so blindly that they would even give him all their money, routinely ‘do drugs’ as part of a religious experience, and have sexuality be a part of church services!!!!   Some have even taken their own life in order to follow their ruler (pastor)! 

Diotrephes’ are out there!
3 John 9-11  I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.

Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church. Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

There are pastors who are not to be followed; the Diotrephes pastors.  They are powermongers; they love to be in charge, to be the boss, to order people around, to always be the center of attention, to have the preeminence over all.  They typically will try to protect their ‘kingdom’ at all costs; they will ‘church’ anyone that threatens their reign of terror.  They typically will use demeaning and mean-spirited words.  A church member is not required to follow ‘that which is evil’; i.e. a Diotrephes.  If they do ‘evil’, they are not to be followed.

A pastor who is ‘way out of line’ in some area of his rulership is to be carefully ‘called out’ on it.

1 Tim 5:19,20 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.

How not to have a Diotrephes:  have him prove himself first.  It is so important for a potential pastor to first be proved as a servant; as a humble minister; as a self-sacrificing labourer for the Lord and for others.  When this is clearly the case, there is little chance of him turning into a Dr. Jeckyl, a Diotrephes.

Matt 23:11-12  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.

Dominator?

2 Cor 1:24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.

A pastor shouldn’t have the appearance of being a ‘dominator’ over the church; but, rather, a helper.  He is there to help, not dominate.  A dominating pastor in the area of what one personally believes is where cult leaders are born.  Clearly voice to the congregation that they are entitled to, and most assuredly should, believe exactly as their conscience dictates, and not blindly follow what you, the pastor, says about what is right and wrong in life.  The church member will be the one standing before the Lord on judgement day, not the pastor, per se.
Master or Mister?
Don’t overinflate the pastor’s authority; he is to be respected, submitted to, obeyed, followed, etc., but he is not your master.
Matt 23:8,10  But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.     Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.

It is great to lift up and give accolades to him, but don’t worship him.  There have been, and still are, some pastors of famous churches that seem to be worshipped by some (Hyles, Davison, Ruckman, Osteen, Roberson, Spurgeon, Moody).
Most will err on the side of too little respect vice too much.  There are few who have the problem of being called ‘master’ today; there are many who have the problem of being called ‘mister’.
Blindly follow?
1 Th 5:21  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Verify that your pastor is right, and then fully submit to him in that area and follow the leader.  Don’t blindly follow.  But, also, don’t be too hesitant to follow him either.  You chose him to be your pastor (by agreeing to become a member or by voting him in); you chose who you would be happy to submit to spiritually.  In general, by default, you should following your leader; just keep the radar attenas up in case something sounds a little fishy; then check the Scripture carefully, chat with your pastor, pray about it, and see how God leads you.  Prove it to be right or wrong. If it is good, then by all means follow him with all you’ve got!
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