MISSIOLOGY
LECTURE 8

A WORLDWIDE EMERGENCY

Come upon an accident and there’s people staggering, people laying there bleeding, crying , screaming…..

Remember 9-11?   Was that an emergency?   Everone in America was in a state of emergency, at least in their heart.

What can be more an emergency than a soul in danger of eternal damnation in Hellfire?!!!!

MISSIONARY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS
The word “Missionary” is not found anywhere in the Bible. We term them this, but they are really what we find in Scripture as ‘evangelists’, ‘pastors’, and what we call ‘church planters’. Their key role is none other than “evangelism” and then planting a church.  They are sent ones (apostles) on a ‘mission from God’.  The mission can never change.

Missionaries are paramountly to evangelize, baptize, and then train men and women in the field they are called to.  Sad to say, most “missionaries” are focused on raising support, picking a city with American amenities, getting a nice building, attending language schools, building their empire, starting orphanages and boys homes, supervising their Christian schools, managing camps, etc.  Who’s doing the evangelizing, baptizing, and training?  Not many!

Most Christians will think that there are a lot of religious efforts going on all over the face of the earth to reach the heathen.  Yes there are.  But is Islam the answer?  Is Buddha?  Krishna?  

Phil 2:10-11 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Acts 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.


But, you might say: “aren’t there plenty of Christian groups out their witnessing?

The Cults?  JW’s and Mormons are the fastest growing religions in the world.  They’re witnessing.  But it is a lie of the Devil.

Most Christian endeavors called ‘missions’ are mainly centerred around bringing about political change, providing medical help, socio-economic improvements, helping to end wars, improving the environment, etc, ad nauseum!

How about the Catholics?   They focus on social needs not spiritual; and even if they did, it is based on works/sacraments.

The Orthodox Protestants?   They are very similar to the Catholics; very few present the true gospel that can save.

Inter-denominational Mega-Churches?  Most will present a watered down, easy-believeism gospel that won’t save.  

Charismatics?   They mix in paganism with an easy-believeism message; tongues, experience, spirit baptism, etc.
So, who’s reaching the lost?  Good question!

OUR EXCUSES
I don’t feel called to go… It’s not the right time for me to go yet…  I am not gifted enough to go…  I am too afraid to go…  I enjoy America too much to go…  I have already chosen a career and thus can’t go…  Who’s going to take care of my parents, my kids, my pets, my garden… Somebody else can go…
Hudson Taylor:  "It will not do to say that you have no special call to go to China. With these facts before you and with the command of the Lord Jesus to go and preach the gospel to every creature, you need rather to ascertain whether you have a special call to stay at home."

BILLIONS ON THEIR WAY TO HELL !

Currently, there are over 6.5 billion souls in the world!  How many of these do you think are saved? 10%?  5%?  1%?

To give a point of reference for the magnitude of one billion, it would require forty thousand trips around the world to equal one billion miles.

About ½ of the world’s population lives in these 6 countries:  China (1.3 billion), India (1.1 billion), USA, Indonesia, Brazil, and Pakistan.  60% of the world's population lives in the continent of Asia (3.87 billion)

What is our church and true NT churches doing to reach the lost?!

Tokyo has over 35 million!  How many missionaries do you know of in Tokyo, Japan?
Leonard Ravenhill:  "Today, the average Christian spends more money on dog food than missions."
Of the 130 major countries in our world, 72 of them do not have even one (Board-related) Fundamental Baptist missionary!  Emergency!

In the Middle East there are over a half a billion people; and only 14 missionaries; that’s about 1 missionary per 39,000,000 people!  No wonder so few are getting saved in these countries!

Matt 9:36-38 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

IT’S GETTING OUT OF CONTROL!

The world is growing every second, every day, every year!  It is astounding!  So many more lost souls to reach!
Time unit       Births      Deaths   net-increase

-------------------------------------------------

Year       130,860,569   56,579,396    74,281,173 

Month       10,905,047    4,714,950     6,190,098 

Day            358,522      155,012       203,510 

Hour            14,938        6,459         8,480 

Minute             249          108           141 

Second             4.1          1.8           2.4 

There is a surplus of about 200,000 people each day, which equals 74 million per year, and 1 billion in the next ten years (logorhythmically) that we need to be training and sending out missionaries each day , each year, each decade to reach…but are we???!!! 

Probably not even 1 per day!  Probably not even 350 per year!
How many missionaries are we sending out every 10 years to reach the next billion?!!!!

Actually, there are more missionaries going off the field than on!  Emergency
Daniel Fuller:  People who regard themselves as invalids rather than heroes are the ones that make excellent missionaries. 

In 1950 there were 100,000 missionaries worldwide 

Since 1950 we have lost 1,000 missionaries per year

Only 50 take their place each year (a net loss of 950 per year!)

Now there are only 29,000 missionaries 
Of these, there are only about 5,000 that are Independent Baptist Missionaries
75% of missionaries return home within the first three years and never go back to a foreign field.
Only 1% of Bible College grads will eventually go to the foreign field as a missionary.
Matt. 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Acts 13:1-3 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.  
Start sending them away, churches!  It’s an emergency out there!

A poster for Africa at a C. T. Studd mtg. in England read:  "Cannibals Need Missionaries." 

GOD THINKS IT’S AN EMERGENCY!
The Heavenly Father thought it an emergency enough to send His only begotten Son to this wicked world to offer salvation!

Jesus Christ had 3.5 yrs to prepare 12 men well to reach the entire world after He was gone.  He was emergently doing His Father’s will.  Every minute was accounted for.  

It was so important to Him that He made Missions the main command that He gave His church there in Jerusalem.  It was to be their main focus.  Everything else was clearly secondary.

Matt. 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

The main command to His churches was  Missions! (evangelism, organized, each church)

THOSE IN HELL THINK IT’S AN EMERGENCY!
Luke 16:27-31 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.
Oh, please send someone to my loved ones!  Lest they also come into this place of torment!

God replies: “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them”.   Oh that people on Earth would hear the preachers of righteiousness!

But where are these preachers?  Is there enough of them so that all can hear?!
Oh how churches need to be busy sending out preachers so that these dear lost ones might hear and be saved and not have to go to this awful place of torments!
Hell awaits most of the world.  Burning, disaster, trajedy, danger!  How will they be saved from this?!

Oh what horrible terror awaits most of the world!  

THEY ARE GOING TO HELL SO FAST!

Average life expectancy:  Afghanistan 43, Mozambique 40, Angola 37, Botswana 34.

Who’s going here…they are dying oh so fast!
Countries with over 97% population Muslim: Afganistan, Turkey, Algeria, Bahrain, Gaza Strip, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey.

Most of these countries have a life expectancy around 45 years old.  There are hundreds of millions of these Muslims who don’t have much longer to live and desperately need to hear the gospel!
Count Zinzendorf:  "I have but one passion - it is He, it is He alone. The world is the field and the field is the world; and henceforth that country shall be my home where I can be most used in winning souls for Christ."

Rom 10:13-15  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher ? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

Charles Spurgeon answering a student's question, 'Will the heathen who have not heard the Gospel be saved?'

'It is more a question with me whether we, who have the Gospel and fail to give it to those who have not, can be saved. 

James 2:14-18 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.

1 John 3:16-18 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

*What are you doing about this emergency?!  What is our church doing about it?!

*Will you at least be willing to go?

*Will you at least be willing to get trained to go?

*Will you at least start getting trained now?

*Will you at least start looking where God might send you once you’re trained?

*Will you at least start preparing your life situation to be ready to go if called on?

*Will you at least go to help some of these dying, hellbound sinners for 2 weeks? for 1 year? for the rest of your life?
Isa 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
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