HOMILETICS
LECTURE 3
PREPARATION:  GET YOUR LIFE IN ORDER
Spurgeon’s Lectures:  Lecture 1 – The Preacher’s Self Watch

If God has indeed called you to be a preacher (teacher, for the ladies) of the Bible, then you need to get your life in order.  If your personal life is a mess, then God will be limited in using you.  And, your messy life will cause your hearers to doubt what you are saying to be truth, real, substantive, and something for their life.

Poem:  Practice what you preach

GENERAL GUIDLINES
1 Tim 3:2-3
2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
Areas in your life right now to watch very closely:  healthy marriage relationship; seriousness; hospitality; love to teach; no alcohol and no party spirit; no tough guy mentality; not wanting to get rich; patience.

THE THREE BIG SINS

The Preacher and his Preaching (Riley):

The special temptations to which a preacher is subject are not a whit different from those that are common to human flesh.  It seems to me that when the Apostle John wanted to sum up sin’s possiblilites he was inspired to express them under the phrases “The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”. (1 Jn 2:16).  These are very vulnerable points in a preacher’s life…they are danger points…and the danger is so great that nothing but a complete surrender to God’s will provides sufficient strength for resistance.

“The lust of the flesh”:  food, drugs, sexual

“The lust of the eyes”:  all the things that can be bought

“The pride of life”:  Popular, well loved, well respected, praised, and almost worshipped….the preacher!

LOVELY HOME LIFE

1 Tim 3:4,5

4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;

5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

Have a healthy, loving, God-fearing family.  Your children could be either a huge blessing for your ministry or the destruction of your ministry!    Your children need to be generally ‘in subjection’.  One wild, rebellious youngster can give the impression that you are not capable of taking care of a family, a church family.

PREVENT PRIDEFUL PURSUITS
1 Tim 3:6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.
Beware, for if you have a problem with pride now, just think how it will be when you are in a position where prideful temptations surround at all times (as a preacher, teacher, church leader)!  This problem will be your fall…the devil will use it to bring you down…he will have members to have reason to condemn you.

SQUEEKY CLEAN

1 Tim 3:7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.
You need to have a very squeeky clean reputation in your community, a good report, or the devil will use that tarnished testimony to attempt to destroy you, your family, and the whole church body!
MEET FOR THE MASTER’S USE

2 Tim 2:19-21

19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.
Get your life in order now so that you will be meet (appropriate, ready) for the Master’s use in the future (for preaching, teaching, leadership)!  Be a clean, pure, lovely, honorable vessel.  It will take purging; purging yourself from the above sins, excesses, foolishness, weaknesses.
SKELETONS

Get all the skeletons out of the closets; or God may very well do it for you, in a fashion that might be a little nerveracking, to say the least.  History of legal problems, marital failures, illegitimate children, drug addictions, assaults, other moral failures;  get these out on the table;  they aren’t disqualifying, unless you don’t fully and appropriately repent of them.  You surely don’t want a skeleton coming out while you are in a position of leadership, of devoted trust by others.

FOOLISH PURSUITS

Get rid of things in your life that will hold you back from total devotion to the Lord: hobbies, sports, TV, movies, secular interests, lounging around, working more than is needed to meet your families needs.

DEBT

Don’t let finances prevent you from your call:  some are so bound to paying off their enormous debts, that they have to seemingly work every waking hour for the unforseeable future.  They never really get loose from this ball and chain, and never really answer the call.
BE THE GO TO GUY

Be a humble, faithful servant.  Volunteer for everything; get involved in every ministry that you can; be at every service, every event, every church related function; always be looking for somewhere to aid, help, assist, to be a blessing in.

CONTROL OR BE CASTAWAY

1 Cor 9:25-27

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

Strive for the mastery…for being a preacher (teacher, pastor, missionary, leader).

Be temperate in all things.  Have every aspect of your life under solid control.  No flakiness.  No excess.

Don’t be out of control.  Keep your body under subjection.

A man (woman) who doesn’t have his body under control (by the Spirit) may soon find themselves a castaway…no longer effective to preach (teach, lead).   

