BIBLE PROPHECY

Study Guide for Lectures 17-25

edition 2 (final)
17.1  Give an Old Testament passage that supports a physical resurrection.

Dan 12:2  “…awake to everlasting life or…everlasting contempt”

17.3  What is the “Resurrection chapter” of the Bible?

1 Cor. 15

17.6,7  Who is in the 1st Resurrection?  …the 2nd?

1st  -  all the saints of God          2nd  -  all the wicked lost

17.9  Give to key Scripture references to the Rapture of the saints.

1 Thes 4        1 Co 15

17.10  Is the word “rapture” in our Bible?  What does it mean?

No       “to seize, to be caught up”

17.11  Why is it incorrect to say “the rapture of the church”?

Universal church believers use this terminology;  we believe in the rapture of the saints.

17.xx  (Extra Credit)  Write out 1 Thes 4:16-18    “…the dead in Christ shall rise first…”

1 Th 4:16-18 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
17.19  Give 4 characteristics of the glorified, resurrection body that we will have some day.
Visible, recognizable, touchable, can eat

17.21  What do we mean by saying that the rapture is the ‘first phase’ of the “Return of Jesus Christ”?

The second phase will be His Second Coming (to earth)

17.23  Give 3 differences between the rapture and the 2nd Coming.

Coming for His saints  vs. coming with His saints         Coming in the air  vs. coming to the earth        the rapture is imminent vs. the 2nd coming being a known date

17.25  What are the 3 phases to a Jewish harvest?  How do they relate to the harvest of the saints?

First fruits, General Harvest, Gleanings

First fruits were at Christ’s resurrection          General Harvest will be at the Rapture        Gleanings  may be at the end of the Tribulation

17.29  What 2 key events transpire in Heaven between the Rapture and the 2nd Coming?

Judgement Seat of Christ         Marriage Supper of the Lamb

18.2  List the 5 main views of the timing of the Rapture, and briefly explain each one:

Pre-Trib:  rapture occurs just before the 7 yr Tribulation begins

Mid-Trib:  rapture occurs right after the 7th trumpet

Pre-Wrath:  rapture occurs just before the final 21 months of God’s wrath

Partial:  Only those found worthy are raptured just before the 7 yr Tribulation begins

Post-Trib: rapture occurs at the end of the 7 yr Tribulation, with the 2nd Coming occuring immediately following this rapture
18.8  How does the Post-Trib. Rapture view explain the timing of the Second Coming?

The Rapture occurs, they meet the Lord in the air, and then the Lord returns to earth to set up His kingdom.

18.13  What dangerous hermeneutical approach is adopted by post-tribulationalists?

Spiritualizing;  this ignores the ‘laws of parenthesis’

18.22  List the significant announcements and associated events at the beginning of conclusion of:

Daniel’s 1st week –

Daniel’s 69th week –

Daniel’s 70th week –

1st = commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem

69th = Tetelestai, “It is finished”

70th = Rapture and 2nd Coming

18.28  Give at least 5 reasons for believing in a Pre-Trib. rapture:

1.  Revelation’s chronological format with churches present in first 3 chapters and then ch. 4 starts off with what appears to be the rapture and then the 7 yr tribulation begins.  
     No churches are mentioned from chapter 4 thru ch. 18.
2.  The Tribulation is to deal with Israel, not churches (Dn 9:24).

3.  1 Th 4 speaks of the rapture and that we should be comforted with these words: how could we be comforted by them if we had to go thru a portion or all of the Tribulation?!

4.  The Holy Spirit is to be removed prior to the Tribulation (2Th 2:1-8)

5.  Using a literal interpretation model for Bible Prophecy we see that the churches and Israel are to separate entities and cannot share each other’s prophecies.  
6.  The silence concerning the Tribulation and churches in the Epistles; why wouldn’t God give advice to churches who would be going through this horrible time?!
7.  The sealed 144,000 are very special witnesses; why would God have them if there were church folk around to witness?

8.  The great apostasy period can’t occur as long as the Pillar and Ground of the Truth is still around.

9.  God said that He would keep His churches from the ‘hour of temptation’ (Rev 3:10).

10. God has not appointed us (church folk) to wrath (1Th 5:9).

19.3-6  Name and briefly describe 4 heretical theories on the second coming of Christ:

Pentecost Theory (Christ was the Holy Spirit then);     70 AD Theory (He came at the destruction of Jerusalem);      Conversion Theory (He comes at ones salvation); 

Believer’s Death Theory (He comes to them at death and takes them to Heaven)

19.7  Give 2 explanations of the second coming of Christ offered by the cults:

Russelites (JW’s):  stated that He would come in 1894, and then again in 1914, but it didn’t happen; so they say that He secretly came and is currently here on Earth!

Millerites (7th Dayers):  stated that He came in 1844 and began the Investigative Judgement of all the professed saved to see who earned it.
19.8  Give a 3 fold description of Christ’s second coming:
Visible, bodily, glorious

19.11  What does this phrase from Mt 25:13 mean to you  (“…for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”)?

Possible answers that I might use:  1.  you can’t know the actual day or hour, but might be able to know the week or season.    2.  the ‘ye” here is referring to those in darkness or those Christians who are not discerning of the times.
19.13  List at least 5 events that will have taken place prior to Christ’s second coming:

AntiChrist covenant,   war-famine-pestilence,  2 Witnesses,  God’s wrath,  Abomination of Desolation,  Israel persecuted,  2 Witnesses killed

19.14  Why might the “fig tree” parable not be referring to the 1948 ‘re-birth’ of Israel?

1.  Israel doesn’t occupy the land it was promised      2.  The parable talks about ‘all trees’, not just the fig tree     3.  The parable is relating that just like the budding of a tree (especially the fig tree) lets you know that fruit will soon be coming, then this generation that witnesses all these prophecies will undoubtedly witness Christ’s return.           

4. A generation is at most 40 or 50 years; it has been 60 years since 1948, and Christ still has not returned.

19.15  How do the days of Noah and Lot relate to this present time and the coming of Jesus Christ?

moral decline; apostasy;  everyone doing what they want;  no concern for God or His judgement

19.21  Give a possible explanation for the extended time following the conclusion of Daniel’s 70th week:

30 days and another 45 days (75 days total) – this might be for the cleaning up of the earth; the Judgement of the nations; the millenial feast of Tabernacles; and/or Christ Himself buidling the Temple.

20.3  What is the basic meaning of “death”?  Give 3 Scriptural truths dealing with death:

Separation.              Physical separation  (soul from body)       Spiritual separation (spirit from God, universal, lost)          Eternal separation (from God, eternally in Hell)

20.7,8  What happens to the body and soul of an unsaved / saved  person at death?

Unsaved:  body goes to the grave, soul goes to Hell                Saved: body goes to the grave, soul goes to Heaven

20.9  What is the approximate timespan between the 1st and 2nd resurrections?

1007 years

20.10  Who is involved with each of the 2 resurrections?   When does each occur?

1st :  Saved ;  occurs at the Rapture            2nd: Lost ; occurs at the Great White Throne Judgement after the Millenium

20.15  How will the lost be judged at the Great White Throne Judgement?

Judged based on their works and will then be given different degrees of eternal punishment based on how bad they were.

20.18  Describe the Throne of Glory judgement:

Occurs right after the 2nd Coming;  based on each nation’s treatment of the Jews

Extra Credit:

Is it correct to say “Christ’s third coming” in reference to His return after the Rapture?  Why or why not?
How close do you think we are to the Rapture?  Give a few reasons for your decision:

If you had to guess (which you do), what time of the year do you think that the Rapture will take place?  Why?

What do you personally believe concerning the potential different groups in the ‘eternal state’?  (i.e. those living in the New Jerusalem, those living on the new earth, those allowed entrance into the New Jerusalem)
