BAPTIST HISTORY:  The myrids of unscriptural para-church national organizations in Baptisdom

THE ALLIANCE OF BAPTISTS

It is a fellowship of Baptist churches espousing moderate to liberal theological and social stances.  It was formed in 1987 by churches who wanted to break away from the Southern Baptist Convention as a result of the 1980’s fundamentalist-moderate controversy.  This might be the only time where moderates broke away from conservatives to form a new organization.  It is headquartered in Washington DC.  There are 127 member churches, mostly in the atlantic states.

One of the main areas of focus is to help women seek ordination and to endorse homosexuality as a legitimate way of life.  They have little concern with denominational lines and therefore are very ecumenical in practice.
AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

They are generally conservative and fundamental theologically; but are a bit more liberal than others in this category.  They were founded in 1905 and are headquartered in Texarkana, TX.  They have about 1750 member churches (about 275,000 people).  They have 5 colleges and have a large publishing group called the Baptist Su
AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES IN THE U.S.A.

Probably the most liberal of the larger Baptist groups.  It was founded in 1845, but reorganized in 1950.  Headquarters is Valley ere Forge, PA.  There are almost 6000 participating churches (about 1.5 million people).  This group has a 200 member general board of representatives.  There are 37 state and city associations across the US.  They have six seminaries and 15 colleges.  The publish the American Baptist.
BAPTIST BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

They have been probably the most dynamic and largest of all the conservative and fundamental Baptist groups.  Though, in the last 20 years they have strayed away from a firm fundamentalist stance, especially on the KJV and local church doctrine.  They were founded in 1950, are headquartered in Springfield, MO., and have about 3500 member churches (1.5 million people).

BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE

This group would be theologically moderate, but probably a bit more conservative than the SBC.  They were founded in 1852, have about 1000 member churches (150,000 people) and are headquartered in Arlington Heights, Ill.  They are commonly known as the ‘Old Swedish Baptists’.  There is a large number of these churches in Minnesota and Arizona.  They have one school; Bethel College in St. Paul, MN.  
BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

They are conservative and fundamental in doctrine; probably a bit more fundamental than there ABA brethren across the tracks.  They were founded in 1950, are headquartered in Little Rock, AR., and have about 1300 member churches (250,000 people).  They have 1 school; The Baptist Missionary Theological Seminary in Jacksonville, TX.

CENTRAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

A fairly small group that is fairly conservative but not fundamental in theology.  They practice footwashing, reject Sunday Schools, and usually sing without instruments.  They were founded in the early 1800’s, have about 35 member churches (3300 people), and are generally located in the inland Southeast all the way to Indiana.
CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (CBA)

They originally were fairly conservative but have drifted into a more moderate-conservative stance and are not fundamental.  They were founded in 1947, are headquartered in Littleton, CO., and have 1200 member churches (200,000 people).  They have Western Seminary in Portland, OR, Denver Seminary, and Eastern Conservative Seminary in Dresher, PN.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
This was born out of the SBC in 1991, and is theologically similar to the SBC.  They number about 1800 churches and are headquartered in Atlanta.

DUCK RIVER AND KINDRED ASSOCIATIONS

This group is also known as the General Association of Baptists, were once called the Baptist Church of Christ, and were founded in 1826, have about 100 churches (10,000 members) and are headquartered in Tullahoma, TN.  They are moderately Calvinistic, observes footwashing, and does not support any missions institutions.
ENTERPRISE BAPTISTS

They are very similar to Regular Baptists but with a little more liberality in their worship style.  There are about 60 churches (4700 members), were founded in 1894, and are headquartered in North Carolina.

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP OF AMERICA

They are a fairly fundamental, conservative Baptist group that was born out of a split from the Northern Baptist Convention in 1921.  They have 600 pastor members (no churches ‘officially’) and are headquartered in Chicago. Their schools are the SanFrancisco Baptist Seminary and the Denver Baptist Bible College.  Their periodical is “Frontline”.

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION

They are made up entirely of African-American Baptist churches.  Many of their churches are affiliated with GARBC.  They began in 1962 and are headquartered in Fort Wayne, IN.  They are associated with Cedarville University (Ohio).
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCHES
This group began in 1870 in opposition to the overwhelming spread of Calvinism in that era.  They are fairly Armenian in doctrine with beliefs similar to Free Will Baptists.  They were at times called ‘Liberal Baptists’ due to their Armenian ‘free will’ stance (general atonement).  They believe that only Christians that persevere to the end will truly be saved.  They practice footwashing and observe “Open Communion”, use a “Presbytery” to ordain ministers, and are a member of the NEA and BWA.  There are about 800 churches (73,000 members) and are headquartered in Poplar Bluff, MO.
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES

This group is only moderately fundamental in doctrine and only moderately conservative in practice. Some are moderately Calvinistic. They began in 1932 as a break from the liberal ABC.  They do not allow their churches to hold membership in any other associational group.  There is a ruling council of 18; each church can send 6 voting members.  There are 1500 churches (130,000 members) with headquarters in Schaumburg, IL.
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF SIX PRINCIPLE BAPTIST CHURCHES

It is said that they were the first official Baptist ‘association’ in the Americas, beginning in 1670.  They adhere to the six principles listed in Hebrews 6:1-2 and are fairly conservative.  They main oddity is their practice of the ‘laying on of hands’ after baptism in order for the receiving of spiritual gifts. Six Principle Baptists died out in the 1990’s as all their churches broke away and became ‘independents’; however,  the General Association was begun in order to preserve their beliefs; currently there are only 2 churches left.

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL

Founded in 1984 by Raymond Barber of Worth Baptist Church of Fort Worth, TX (2000 members).  Barber had controversy with Arlington Baptist College, where he was a professor, and broke with them and started Norris Bible Baptist Institute (a ministry of his church). There are 540 churches and it is headquartered in Arlington, TX.  They are fundamental and conservative.  Their periodical is The Searchlight.

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP OF NORTH AMERICA

They were formed in 1990 in Oshkosh, WI, by individuals in the GARBC who were concerned about the liberal direction of the group.  A fellowship of member pastors, but not churches.  There are about 100 churches represented, and 45 of these are still part of the GARBC.  Thus, the IBFNA has a strong GARBC flavor still attached with it, and there is question how fundamental and conservative they are.
INDEPENDENT FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

Formed via concern for the loss of autonomy of churches within the National Association of Free Will Baptists.  There are about 300 churches (22,000 members).  They are located in the SouthEast.
INDEPENDENT LANDMARK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

These churches formed to show their opposition to the ABA and the BMA.  They practice ‘direct missionism’, with no mission board involvement, and the monies going directly to the missionary.  Not much else is known about this group.
LIBERTY BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP

There are about 100 churches participating in this fellowship that began as an outgrowth of Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University.  They are strongly affiliated now with the SBC and thus are most likely fairly moderate in doctrine and practice.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

They are a group of predominantly white Free Will Baptists that were organized in 1935 and are headquartered in Nashville.  They are the largest Free Will group with about 2500 churches (205,000 members).  They are Armenian in doctrine, observe Open Communion, and practice footwashing.

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION OF AMERICA, INC.
They were founded in 1880 and have 6700 churches (1.7 million members) are headquartered in Shreveport, LA., and their former name was the Foreign Mission Baptist Convention.  They are moderate in theology and practice, and all “National” Baptist groups tend to be all African-American.
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, USA, INC.

Founded in 1915, headquartered in Nashville, TN, and has 9000 churches (5 million members) and thus are the largest body of black Baptists in America.  They are a split out of the “Of America” convention due to disagreement over the control of the publishing house of that denomination. They have drifted towards civil rights issues of late and are very much influenced by the convention’s president in these matters.  They, like all the National Baptists, are moderate in theology and practice.
NATIONAL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CONVENTION OF AMERICA

They began in 1988 as a split out of the “Of America” convention due to control of the convention’s publishing efforts.  Their headquarters is in Los Angeles, CA. and have 700 churches (200,000 members).  They are theologically moderate, but do have more of a focus on Christian education and missionary endeavors than the other National Baptists.

NATIONAL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CONVENTION, INC.

They began in 1907 as black Primitive Baptists desired their own organization.  They are headquartered in Charlotte, NC., and have about 1500 churches (250,000 members).  They are somewhat Primitive in doctrine, but are less Calvinistic, they allow musical instruments, have Sunday Schools; however, they differ significantly from National Baptists in their observing of footwashing and the use of “elder” as title for its ministers.  Theologically moderate-conservative, but much more liberal than other Primitive Baptist groups; somewhat Calvinistic; footwashing.

NATIONAL BAPTIST EVANGELICAL LIFE AND SOUL SAVING ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (NBELSSA)

They began in 1936 out of the “Of America” convention in order to show more emphasis on evangelism and education.  In the 1950’s they had over 600 churches, but now it is unknown their numbers.  They appear to be more theologically conservative than the other National Baptists.
NEW TESTAMENT ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCHES

They formed in 1965 as a group of over 100 churches that were dissatisfied with the lack of separation in the Conservative Baptist Association.  Their greatest strength is in the Midwestern states, especially Minnesota. They have many state associations that are closely connected with them:  as the Association of Fundamental Baptist Churches of Northern California, Association of Independent Baptist Churches of Illinois, Dakota Baptist Association, Independent Fundamental Baptist Association of Michigan, Inter-Mountain Baptist Fellowship (Montana, Wyoming), Minnesota Baptist Association, Mountain States Baptist Fellowship (Colorado), and the Wisconsin Fellowship of Baptist Churches. They have Central Baptist Theological Seminary. They appear to be solidly fundamental in theology and separatist in conviction.
PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, INC.

Founded in 1961, they were born out of a desire to be more active in the civil rights causes for blacks and thus left the National Baptist Convention, USA, INC. over this.  They are much more liberal / ecumenical than other National Baptists, and Baptists in general.  They have about 1800 churches (2.5 million members).  Martin Luther King was a member of this group.  They are a member of the National Council of Churches and the Baptist World Alliance, and fellowship closely with the American Baptist Convention.
NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST CONFERENCE
They were originally called the General Conference of German Baptist Churches in North America, established in 1865, but later, in 1944, changed their name to the present name.  They have 2 schools: Sioux Falls Seminary and Taylor University Seminary in Edmonton, Alberta.  They have about 300 churches (48,000 members) in America and are headquartered in Oakbrook Terrace, IL.  Their periodical is The Baptist Herald.  They are the only Baptist organization that is both in America and Canada.  They appear to be moderate-conservative theologically.
OLD MISSIONARY BAPTISTS

They appear to have officially formed in 1990 in an effort to hold to ‘old-time’ Missionary Baptist roots.  Also known as “Old-Fashioned” or “Oldtime” Missionary Baptists.  They show their Primitivist roots in their practice of footwashing as a rite. There are about 70 churches (16,000 members).
OLD REGULAR BAPTISTS

Founded in 1892, they have about 325 churches (15,000 members) and have about 16 separate associations within itself.  They are noted for holding strongly original Regular Baptist convictions: they expect their ministers to preach by ‘inspiration’ and not from ‘preparation; they engage in lined singing without musical instruments; observe footwashing; reject Sunday School and mission organizations; and their women must not have any modern fashion or hairstyle.  They believe their church is the most closely representative of the early Christian churches.

ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTISTS

In 1961 they divided from the National Free Will Baptist Association over the desire for the association to have more control over member churches (thus, one of the few breaks to become more liberal in practice).  They have 230 churches (33,000 members) and are headquartered in Ayden, NC. with most of the churches being in eastern North Carolina.   Their college is Mt. Olive College in North Carolina and they publish The Free Will Baptist.  They are Armenian but rather conservative in doctrine, and include footwashing as an ordinance.
PENTECOSTAL FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH, INC.

They were founded in 1959 based on the “Pentecostal” revival coming to North Carolina, where they are currently headquartered.  They believe that entire sanctification is something to be sought for, along with the Pentecostal baptism of the Holy Ghost.  They have about 150 churches and their college is Heritage Bible College in Dunn, NC.  Thus they are Armenian and Pentecostal in doctrine.
